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A remarkable Account of the Converfion of three Fewifh Chil- 


dren in Berlin, in 1715. 
[From a Letter of Dr. Jablonski, a Lutheran Clergyman.] 


OU require an account of the Jewifh affairs at Berlin; 

whereof I am not unwilling to treat, fince it feems there 
is fomething extraordinary in them. But then I cannot but 
fpeak in the firft place of the three Jewifh children, though af- 
terwards fome other things ought likewife to be mentioned. 

It happened that a Jew, whofe name is Ifaac Veit, did live 
with a Chriftian, who is an under officer in the king’s troops. 
The Jew has three daughters. The eldeft is called Sprintz, 
and owned to be aged twelve years. The name of the fecond 
is Guttel, of ten years of age; and the name of the youngelt 
of all is Efther, faid to be eight years old. The parents afert- 
ed each of them to be two years younger. 

Thefe children had a familiar converfation with the foldier’s 
wife, who lived in the garret ; and they would often get u 
ftairs, eat and drink with them, and be prefent when they faid 
their prayers and fang their hymns. The matter came at laft 
to that pafs, that the girls refolved to defert their parents, and 
to go over to the Chriltians; and the Chriftian woman con- 
ducted them fecretly for that purpofe to [Mr. Kahman] the 
minifter of St:,Mary’s church : But no fooner did the parents 
know their daughters were withdrawn from them, but they ad- 
drefs themfelves to the king to have them reftored, wherein 


they were fupported by the whole company of the Jews that 
live in this place. 
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The king was pleafed to nominate a good number of divines, 
with two gentlemen of the privy council added to them. They 
were to inquire, Whether the children might be refufed to 
their parents who remanded them back, without infringing the 
right and power which a father hath over them? The com- 
miflioners met in my houfe, July 19, 1715, whither alfo the 
girls were called with their Jewifh parents. The parents were 
heard in the firft place ; and being difmiffed, the girls, who, 
ardently defiring to be admitted to our holy religion, and refu- 
fing to return to their parents, and the Jewifh communion, the 
parents were again called in. And it was then that a memora- 
ble fcene opened itfelf, not unworthy of a pious fpectator. 

In the parents appeared a ftrife betwixt love and hatred, 
whilft they did moft-heartily love their children on one hand, 
and abhor them as much on the other. They did not know 
what countenance to fhew them, and what words to ufe. In 
the children a bafhfulnefs was obferved towards their parents, 
attended however with a fear. There appeared a palenefs in 
their face, and a trembling in the whole body. The mother, a 
talkative woman enough, but not wanting ingenuity, began to 
fhew the children the breafts which had given them fuck. She 
defcanted alfo upon the benefits of education, and the tender- 

-nefs of that natural affection which is. betwixt. parents and chil- 
dren, 

The girls, affeéted with thefe things, declared how fenfible 
they were both of the love of, parents, and of the duty of chil- 
dren toward them: but refufed to yield obedience to them ina 

“Matter contrary to their confcience. At the fame time the 
father began to figh, to weep, and to lift up his hands to heaven. 
Again, the mother’s love being turned into rage, upbraided 
the children with difobedience, with obftinacy, and a con- 
tumacious temper: then fhe began to threaten them with her 
curfes, nay actually to pour them forth upon them. 

The parents being ordered to withdraw, the girls were fully 
acquainted with every thing that might render uneafy to them 
the Chriftian religion: fuch as poverty, the miferable condi- 
tion of fatherlefs children, and the hard neceflity of feeking 
their bread by the labour of their hands, &c. On the contrary, 
what plenty they might have, if they would but return to their 
parents. ‘To this the children with an undaunted courage, and 
a temper ftrengthened beyond their age, did conftantly affirm, 
that they were not in the leaft moved thereat; that they did 
feek nothing but the falvation of their fouls, defpifing all other 
things, that they might be children of God, and heirs of hea- 
ven. » The neceffaries of this life they would earn by the labour 
of their hands, though by the hardnefs of work the blood 
fhould fpurt out of their fingers. It was enough for them, if 
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they were but-inferted into the Chriftian church, to: partake 
hereafter of her fpiritual benefits ; for this.reafon they did beg 
they might not be put to a neceflity to return to their pare 
ents. ° : 

After thofe things were moft amply and to our altonifhment 
tranfacted, we then, to explore their minds the better, afked 
them, That if there were fome hopes that their parents would 
fhortly be converted to the Chriftian faith, whether after fuch a 
thing they would not return to their parents and live with them? 
It was then that the countenance of thefe babes all on a fudden 
changed, not unlike the. fun, when it fhines out after the clouds 
are difpelled. In like manner did the children, after having 
laid afide their heavinefs, begin to look!cheerfully, and in their 
whole coyntenance exprefs their gladnefs. They replied with 
joy, that they would do that with all their hearts, and love 
their parents ‘the more ‘cordially, ‘ter they had' been’ made 
partakers with them of the fam holy faith, &c. | 
. This is, what I write,to you inafummary manner. It is not 
in my, power.to defcribe to the life the vehement and truly tn- 
feigned commotions of mind which appeared in the parents as 
well as in the children, Certainly, all thofe that were prefent were 
aftonifhed thereat. .As for myfelf; when I {aw the children go 
on in fo. intrepid.a manner, beyond their age, and almofk 
againft the laws of. nature, it feemed to me as if I beheld with 
my eyes what Jerom formerly perfuaded Heliodor; that al- 
though his mother in a difordered :hair and clothes rent into 
pieces, fhould fhew him the breafts that had fucked him; and 
though the father fhould lie upon the threfhold ; that yet, he 
would make no halt, but fly away to the banner. of the 
crofs, &c. 

After we had maturely weighed this matter, it was unani- 
moufly refolved that the children ought by no means to be re- 
turned to their unbelieving parents; but that they ought to be 
maintained at the king’s charge, and to be inftituted in the Chrif- 
tian faith, the rudiments whereof: they had already received. 
However, that the parents fhould be permitted to {peak with 
them as often as they pleafed, in the prefence of fome witnefles. 
Likewife that the Jews ought to be feverely prohibited from 
conveying away the children ina clandeftine manner, or do 
them in any other wife fome mifchief. As for baptifm, it was 
decreed, it ought not to be precipitated, but that the years of 
maturity ought to be ftayed for. All this the king hath been 
pleafed to ratify: the girls are committed to the care and 
inftitution of Chriftians, having all this while exprefled a con- 
ftancy in their purpofe, and a probity in their manners. Bap- 
tifm is now, God willing, in a little time to be conferred upon 


them. 
The 
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cP The: above account is taken from the Appendix to Dr. 
Gillies’s Hiftorical Colleétions. On mentioning the circum- 
ftances to Mr. Frey, the converted Jew now in England, he 
well remembers hearing of the affair at Berlin, where it hap- 
pened, and that two at leaft out of the three turned out eminent 


Chriftians. 


For the Massacuvusetts M. BeAgiesne:- 


EXTRACTS 1 


From a Manufeript of. the late,Mr. S.B. exhibiting fome, of his 
Thoughts upon the; Words of Paul, recorded in 1 Cor. iit, 2. 


HE apoftle tells the Corinthians, that, when he was with 
them, “he could not fpeak unto them, as unto fpiritual, 
but as unto carnal, even as unto babes im Chrilt';” and then 
adds, “I have fed you with milk and not with meat, for hith- 
erto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able.’’ 
To fhew what doétrines the apoftle taught the Corinthians, 
he fays, “ Here we have no great difficulty to determine. He 
doubtlefs taught them the effential, diftinguifhing and funda- 
mental doétrines of the gofpel. He could not have preached 
the gofpel, unlefs he had preached all the effential dogtrines 
of the gofpel. To preach the gofpel, not only one or two 
truths muft be preached, but a fyftem of truths. A man may 
preach much about God, and not preach a word of gofpel. 
A man may preach much about Chrift, heaven and hell, and 
not preach the gofpel. He could not lay open the Chriftian 
religion, clearly and fully, without preaching the fundamental 
doétrines of the gofpel. Whatever thefe doétrines are, they 
mult be preached, in order to preach the gofpel of Chrift. 
Hence, if he preached nothing to the Corinthians, fave the gof- 
pel, he muft have preached the eflential doétrines of the gof- 
el. 
, That he preached the effential doétrines of the gofpel, ap- 
pears, from his epiftles to the Corinthians. 

In his firft epiftle to the Corinthians ii. 14, we find the doc- 
trine of total depravity. ‘ But the natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God ; for they are foolifhnefs unto 
him ; neither can he know them, becaufe they are {piritually 
difcerned.” He fays, in his fecond epiftle v. 14, “ For the love 
of Chrift con‘traineth us, becaufe we thus judge, that if one 
died for all, then were all dead.” Spiritual death can mean 
nothing fhort of total oppofitionto God. To be fpiritually 
dead 
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dead is to be deftitute of true love or benevolence. In the ful- 
left and plaineft manner, he taught the Corinthians the dodtrine 
of difinterefted benevolence ; as in 1 Cor. xiii. he ufes the word 
charity, as meaning difinterefted benevolence, or Chriftian 
love. 

In 2 Cor. iv. 6, he taught the doérine of inftantaneous re- 
generation. ‘“ For God, who commanded the light to thine 
out of darknefs, hath fhined in our hearts, to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory. of God, in the face of Jefus Chrift.”’ 
A beautiful figure to illuftrate regeneration. God faid,.(when 
he firft commanded the light to fhine out of darknefs) * Let 
there be light; and there was light.” God fays, Let there 
be love inftead of hatred, and there is love. 7 

The apoftle taught the Corinthians the doétrine of divine 
agency and human dependence. « “‘ Not that we are fufficient 
of ourfelves to think any thing as of ourfelves; but our fufh- 
ciency is of God.” 2 Cor. iii. 5. 

He taught them the doétrine of the faints’ perfeverance, 2 
Cor. i. 21,22. In 2 Cor. v. he thus writes, ** We know, that if 
our earthly houfe of this tabernacle were diflolved, we have a 
building of God, an houfe not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.” How could the apoftle tell his brethren that he had 
a houfe, eternal in the heavens? It was on this principle, God 
hath promifed that, where he hath begun a good work, he will 
carry it on until the day of Jefus Chrift. 

He taught the Corinthians the doétrine of divine fovereign- 
ty; that is, “ that God worketh all things according to the 
counfel of his own will.” He fays, “I have planted, Apollos 
watered ; but God gave the increafe,”” 1 Cor. iii. 6. In do- 
ing this, God atts as a fovereign. He gives the increafe when, 
and where he pleafes. 

The apoftle taught the Corinthians the doétrine of eleétion. 
** Not many wife men after the flefh, not many mighty, not 
many noble are called. But God hath choien the foolifh 
things of the world, to confound the wife ; and God hath 
chofen the weak things of the world, to confound the things 
which are mighty ; and bafe things of the world, and things 
which are defpifed, hath God chofen.” 1 Cor. i. 26, 28. 

Total depravity, difinterefted benevolence, inftantaneous re- 
generation, divine agency and human dependence, the perie- 
verance of faints, divine fovereignty end election, are called 
milk, by the apoftle, becaufe, it is impoflible to fay any thing 
of confequence about God, Chrift, or fallen man, without 
bringing thefe doctrines to view. They are called milk, be- 
caufe they are eafy to be underftood. Infants can digett 
milk. Milk is eafily digefted by a healthy ftomach. So theie 
doctrines are eafily underftood. A child of tour years old may 

underftand 
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underftand them. The apoftle might call them milk,' becaufe 
they were palatable to the: Corimthians.. What more: palatable 
to the Chriftian than thefe doérines ? He called them milk, 
becaufe they were vourifhing to the Corinthians. Nothing-is 
more nourifhing to children than milk. Peter calls fuch “the 
fincere milk of the word.” Thefe’ doctrines ‘aré extremely 
nourifhing. They fupport the Chriftian.. He'is eltablithed' by 
them, and by them he grows‘in grace and ktiowled ger They 
are {weeter to: him than honey or the honeycomb If het we 
not fed with thefe, he is hungry ‘and thirfty fill. ' . 

The apoftle preached thefe doétrines, becatife the Corihthi- 
ans had. been heathens, and totally igriorant of divine revelafion. 
Therefore it was neceflary that ‘he*fhould teach them the 'firk 
principles of the oracles:of God.» He preached them to the 
Corinthians: becaufe they were-extremely liable to error.: Jews 
were among them, and:ufed:all their art-and cunning to draw 
them away from the profeflion of Chriftianity. +Theré aré no 
doétrines: the apoftle could teach, that are fo well calculated to 
eftabhth the Corinthians’as thefe-dotrines. No doérines can 
be preached that are fo: well calculated to prontoge the: pee 
of believers as thefe doctrines. 

What.has been faid may lead us to conjecture what doérines 
the apoftle referred to, which he called meat. ' Types and 
figures. Predictions of the Old Teftament refpecting the fpread 
of Chriftianity. The predi@ions of Chrift and his apoftles re- 
ipediing the general apoftafy,:the man of fin,” and: the millen- 
nium. ~ So the apoftle intimates in the third chapter of i his 
fecond epiftle to the Corinthians. 

The reafon why profefied Chriftians have fallen into fo many 
divifions.and controverfies:is this, they have not been fed with 
milk. How important then that every auditory be- fed’ with 
milk ; for this is the infpired method of inftrution. : 

Infidel fentiments have fpread fo faft, becaufe people have not 
been fed with milk. Only let the divine charaéter be properly 
brought. into view in every’ fermon, divine agency, divine 
fovereignty, &c. and people immediately feel that there is a 
God ; for they feel him in ‘the midft of them, and they feel 
themfelves to. be in his: hands. 

There is great danger'that:errors will fpread. Many people 
are not fed with milk. Many too'do not relith milk when fed 
withit- Until people can relifh milk, we muft expect that Ar- 
mimanifm, Univerfalifm, Deifm, Atheiim, and other pernicious 
errors will abound. 

Thofe are the plaineft preachers who preach the doétrines of 
total depravity, difinterefted benevolence, inftantaneous regen+ 
eration, divme agency and human dependence, perfeverance 
of faints, divine fovercignty and election. A man that does om 
preach 
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preach thefe doctrines cannot be eafily underftood. People 
{carcely ever know what he means. The people in generak 
who live under his miniftry, never know whether they be Chrif- 
tians or finners, heirs of God or fons of perdition. 

The importance of preaching the fundamental doétrines of 
the gofpel is obvious. Take away thefe, and the Chriftian’s 
hope is at once deftroyed. 

It is a dark fymptom in hearers if they be not able to bear 
milk. ‘That conititution muft be vitiated that cannot bear 
milk. That fociety is hoftile to the way of falvation by Jefus 
Chrift, which cannot bear doétrines fo plain and eafy to be un- 
derftood. It is a very dark fymptom in any perton or fociety, 
not to bear milk. 

’ Does the “ fincere milk of the word” nourifh you ? Do you 
feed upon it and love it? If it do not nourifh you, it will af- 
furedly defiroy you. God fays, his word fhall accomplifh that 
which he pleafes, and fhall profper in the thing whereto he fent 
it, and fhall not return unto him void. God always fends his 
word for fome purpofe. If it have not proved a favour of life 
unto life, you have reafon to fear that the preaching of the gof- 
gel will harden you and fit you for deftruction. Saints may 
refleét, that if the gofpel now nourifh them, they have meat that 
fhall endure to life eternal.” 


—— 2 


THE 


FULFILMENT OF PROPHECY 


IN THE 


DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM, 
Eonfidered as an eminent Proof .of the Truth of Chriftianity. 


(Extracted chiefly from the Bishop of London’s Lectures on the Gos- 
pel of St. Matthew.) 


F the various kinds of evidence that may be adduced in 
proof of the divine origin of the Chriftian religion, none 

is more forcible and conclufive than the fulfilment of prophecy. 
Nor can it be difputed, that to foretel future events with plain- 
nefs and precifion, @fid events, which at the time appear im- 
probable, argues an intelligence more than human. ‘The Old 
Teftament abounds in prophecies refpecting the incarnation and 
fufferings of our bleffed Saviour, which were in due time exaét- 
ly fulfilled. Jefus Chrift himfelf was an illuftrious prophet, and » 
thus, as well as by miracles, gave ample proof of his divine 
| miflion. 
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miffion. Among the predictions of our Lord recorded by the 
Evangelifts, none are more remarkable than thofe relating to 
THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM, which we find in the 
"Evangelifts (Mark xiii, 1—10. Luke xxi. 5—z28. xix. 41— 
44.) and efpecially in the 24th chap. of St. Matthew’s gofpel ; 
an event to which the whole chapter, in its primary acceptation, 
refers: at the fame time it muft be admitted, that the forms of 
expreflion, and the images made ufe of, are for the moft part 
applicable alfo to the day of judgment; and that an allufion to 
that great event, asa kind of fecondary object, runs through 
almolt every part of the prophecy. This is very common in the 
prophetic writings, where two fubjects are frequently carried 
on together, a principal and a fubordinate one. And thus the 
benefit of our Lord’s prediétions, inftead of being confined to 

one occafion, or to one people, is extended to every fubfequent 
- period of time, and to the whole Chriftian world. 

The fubftance of this prophecy may be arranged under three 
general heads. 

I. The figns which were to precede the deftruction of Jeru- 
falem. 

II. The circumftances of the flege. 

Iil. The actual capture of the city by the befieging army. 

I. The figns which were to precede this event, Verfe 5, and 
following. ‘ Many fhall come in my name, faying, J am Chrift ; 
and thall deceive many. And ye {hall hear of wars, and ru- 
mours of wars; fee that ye be not troubled; for all thefe 
things mult come to pafs, but the end is not yet. For nation 
{hall rife againft nation, and kingdom againft kingdom: and 
there fhall be famines, and peftilences, and earthquakes in divers 
places. All thefe are the beginning of forrows. Then fhall 
they deliver you up to be afflicted, and fhall kill you: and ye 
fhall be hated of all nations for my name’s fake. And then 
thall many be offended, and fhall betray one another, and fhall 
hate one another. And many falfe prophets fhall rife, and fhall 
deceive many. And becaufe iniquity fhall abound, the love of 
many fhall wax cold. But he that fhall endure unto the end, 
the fame fhall be faved. And this gofpel of the kingdom fhall 
be preached in all the world, for a witnefs unto all nations, and 
then fhall the end come.” 

The firft part of this prophecy began foon to be fulfilled, for 
we learn from the ancient writers, and particularly from 
Jofephus, that not long after our Lorgd’s afcenfion, feveral 
impoftors appeared ; fome pretending to be the Mefliah, and oth- 
ers to foretel future events. Of the firlt fort were Dofitheus, 
who faid that he was the Chrift foretold by Mofes ; and Simon 
Magus, who faid he appeared among the Jews as the Son of 
God. There were many fale prophets, particularly an Egyp- 


tian, 
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tian, who led a great multitude of people to the mount of Ol. 
ives, perfuading them that they thould fee the walls of Jerufa- 
lem fall down at his command, and thus aff@rd them a free 
entrance into the city ; and Theudas, a magieian, who induc- 
ed an immenfe body to follow him with their effects to the 
river Jordan, afluring them that the river would divide itfelf 
upon his order, and permit them to pafs over it. On both 
thefe occafions great numbers of their deluded followers perifh- 
ed by the {word of the Romans. In the reign of Nero, when 
Felix was Procurator of Judea, fuch numbers of thefe impof- 
tors made their appearance, that many of them were put to 
death every day. And this fpirit of delufion continued to the 
laft, for onthe day the temple was deltroyed, a falfe prophet 
proclaimed that God had commanded the people to go up to 
the temple, where they would receive figns of deliverances : 
in confequence of which 6000 perfons, who followed his in- 
jundtions, perifhed in its ruins. 

Our Lord foretels alfo, wars, famines, peflilences, and eartha 
quakes, as figns of thefe times. As our limits will not 
admit of an enumeration of the various hiftorical faé@s 
which confirm thefe predictions, we can only ftate a {mall pare 
of them, referring to hiftorians who have written of thofe 
times, particularly to Jofephus, the prefervation of whofe hifto- 
ry, while fo many others have been entirely lott, feems to {thew 
the defign of Providence, to give to every future age an au- 
thentic proof of the fulfilment of this aftonifhing prophecy. 

With regard to wars; Jofephus relates a difturbance in Me- 
fopotamia, occafioned by the indifcretion of two Jews, in which 
50,000 people perifthed. Inthe year 49, during the paffover a 
tumult occurred, in which 20,000 Jews lott their lives. At Cez- 
farea in one difturbance, 20,000 Jews were killed. The difor. 
ders which prevailed over all Syria were terrible. At Alexa 
andria, 50,000 Jews were flain, and at Damafcus, the inhabi- 
tants put to death 11,000 Jews in an hour’s time. 

A very fevere famine which prevailed over Judea, Rome, and 
Italy, in the reign of Claudius, is mentioned in the Aé&ts of the 
Apoftles, and by various hiltorians ; who alfo record fevere 
peflilences at Babylon, Rome, and other parts, as well as earth- 
quakes at Rome, Aphamea, Laodicea, and Campania, by one of 
which, three cities in Afia, Laodicea, Hieropolis, and Coloffe, 
were overthrown. 

In the gth and following verfes, our Lord foretels the per- 
fecutions of his difciples. That every circumftance here men- 
tioned was minutely and exactly verified, mutt be perfectly 
well known to every one who has read the Aécts of the Apof- 
tles. Wethere fee thatthe very name of a Chriftian was a 
crime ; and it expofed'them to every fpecies of infult, indigni- 
No. g- Vol. III. 33 ty, 
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ty, and cruelty. Many, terrified with thefe perfecutions, as 
was predictedymbecame apoffaies from their religion, and re- 
nounced their faith : of whom St. Paul mentions Phygellus, 
Hermogenes and Demas. Many betrayed one another: for 
hiftory informs us, “that feveral Chriftians were at firft appre- 
hended ; and then, dy their d:ifcoveries, a multitude of others 
were convicted, and cruelly put to death, with derifion and 
infult.”’ 

In the 13th verfe our Lord engages for the prefervation of 
his faithful difciples ; and it is remarkable, that none of them 
were known to perifh in,the fiege and deftruction of Jerufalem. 

Another fign was, that the Chriftian religion was firft to be 
propagated over the greater part of the Roman empire, which, in 
{cripture, as well as by the Roman writers, is called the world. 
Then fhall come, what is called im the 3d verfe, the end of the 
world ; that is, of the Jewifh ftate and government, fometimes 
fo termed. And we learn from the moft auchentic writers, 
that the gofpel was preached, within thirty years after the 
death of Chrift in Idumza, Syria, and Mefopotamia ; in Me- 
dia, and Parthia, and many parts of Afia Minor; in Egypt, 
Mauritania, Ethiopia, and other regions of Africa ; in Greece 


and Italy ; as far north as Scythia, and as far weftward as 


Spain, and in the Britifh Ifle, where there is reafon to believe. 
Chriftianity was planted in the days of the apoltles, and be- 
fore the deftruction of Jerufalem. 

If. The circumftances of the fiege itfelf. Verfe 15 and 16. 
“ When ye therefore fhall fee the abomination of defolation, fpo- 
ken of by Daniel the prophet, ftand in the holy place, (whofo 
readeth let him underftand,) then let them which be in Judea 
fiee into the mountains. Ver. 21. For there fhall be great 


tribulation, fuch as was: not fince the beginning of the world, 


no, nor ever fhall be.” 
The abomination of defolation denotes the Roman army which 


befieged Jerufalem, and which the prophet Daniel calls the 
abomination which makes defolate: becaufe upon their ftandards 
were depicted the images of their emperor, and of their gods 
whom they worfhipped : the word defolation is added, becaufe 
this mighty army brought ruin and defolation upon Jerufalem. 
This city, the mountain on which it ftood, and a circuit of fev- 


eral furlongs around it, were accounted holy ground: and as. 


the Roman ftandards were planted in the moft confpicuous 
places near the fortifications of the city, they are here faid to. 
ftand in the holy place, or, as St. Mark expreffes it, to land where 
they ought not. The firft Roman governors, in compliance witlr 
the religious opinions of the Jews, ufed to come into the city 
with vane deftitute of their ornaments. Pilate was the firlt 
who fet up images in Jerufalem, which he did privately, his 
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army making their entrance in the night. But as foon as the 
people knew it, they earneftly fupplicated that they might be 
removed, to which Pilate confented. And net long after, a 
‘Roman army, intending to march through Judea, to-invade an 
enemy’s country, was prevailed on to change ‘its route -for this 
very reafon. When, therefore, this idolatrous and deftruétive 
army appears before the holy city, then, fays our Lord, ket them 
which be in Fudea flee into the mountains, kc. We gain from the 
beft ecclefiaftical hiftorians, that when the Roman armies.a 
proached Jerufalem, all the Chriftians left it, and fled to Pella, 
a mountainous country, and to other places beyond Jordan. 
And happy was it for them that they did fo, for the miferies 
experienced by the Jews in that fiege were without a parallel in 
the hiftory of the world. Their calamities were horrible and 
almoft incredible:; not only from the fire and {word of the ene- 
mies without, but from famine and peftilence, and continual 
maflacres and murders from the fiend-like fury of the feditious 
zealots within. Indeed Jofephus himfelf fays, {peaking of 
Jerufalem, “ Our city, of all thofe fubje&ted to the Romans, 
was raifed to the higheft felicity, and was thurft down again to 


‘the loweft gulph of mifery ; for if the misfortunes of all from 


the beginning of the world were compared with thofe of the 
Jews, they would appear much inferior upon the comparifon. 
To fuch lengths-were the factions carried, that in one night 
‘8,500, and in another 12,000 perfons were flain. Famine and 
peltilence fo much prevailed, that the inhabitants were no lon- 
ger able to carry the.dead bodies out of the city, but laid them 
in heaps in large houfes, and then fhut them up. The leather 
of bucklers and fandals, ftraw, and even the old dung of cattle, 
collected from the common fewers, were eaten ; and it is re- 
corded, that.2 woman of good family killed her fucking child, 
and dreffed it for food*.” It is impoffible, one would think, 
even for the moft ftubborn infidel, not to be ftruck with the 
‘great fimilarity between the prediction of our Lord, and the 
actual accomplifhment of it, as defcribed by the hiftorian. 
They are exact counterparts of each other, and feem almoft as 
if they had been written by the very fame perfon. Yet Jo- 
fephus was not born till after our Saviour was crucified ; and 
he was not a Chriftian, but a Jew; and certainly never meant 
to give teftimony to the truth of our religion. 

Another part of our Lord’s prediétion was now fulfilled, 
which is recorded Luke xix. 43. The days frall come upon thee, 
that thine enemies fhall caf a trench about thee, and compafs thee round, 
and keep.thee in on every fide. Accordingly, the Romans having 

furrounded 


* The reader is desired to turn to a very remarkable prophecy op 
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furrounded Jerufalem with their forces, and having made 
feveral unfuccefsful aflaults ; Titus, who had now the command 
of the army, refolved to furround the city with a wall: and 
by the diligence and emulation of the foldiers, this work, 
which was worthy of months, was with incredible {peed com- 
pleted in three days. This wall extended thirty-nine furlongs 
(nearly five miles,) and was ftrengthened with thirteen forts 
at proper diftances: fo that all hope of fafety was cut off from 
the Jews, together with all the means of efcape. 

Thefe calamities were fo fevere, that had they been of long 
continuance, the whole Jewifh nation muft have been deftroyed. 
For upwards of one million one hundred thoufand of them 
were flain during the fiege, and near three hundred thoufand 
more were deftroyed in other | ene in the courfe of the war. 
But our Lord adds in the 23d verfe, For the ele&’s fake, thefe 
days foall be fbortened ; that is, for the fake of thofe Jews who 
had been, or fhould be converted to Chriltianity ; and they 
were fhortened by the befieged themfelves; by their feditions 
and mutual flaughters, by their madnefs in burning their own 
provifions, which would have been fufficient for years; and by 
fatally deferting their ftrongeft holds, where they could never 
have been taken by force, the fortifications of which bein 
deemed impregnable. Titus was fo fenfible of this, that he 
himfelf afcribed his fuccefs to God. “ We have fought,” faid 
he to his friends, “with God on our fide; and it is God who 
hath dragged the Jews out of their ftrong holds; for what 
could the hands of men and machines do againk fuch towers 
as thefe ?” : 

III. The adual capture of Jerufalem by the befieging 
army. 

And here it is foretold refpe@ing the temple, that not one 
ftone of its magnificent buildings fhould be left upon another. 
And it appears from Jofephus, that there was fearce any thing 
more remarkable in this celebrated temple, than the ftupendous 
fize of the ftones with which jt was conftru€ed. Thofe em: 
ployed 1 in the foundations were forty cubits, that is, about fixty 
feet in length ; and the fuperftructure was worthy of fuch 
foundations, for there were ftones in it of the whiteft marble, 
upwards of fixty-feven feet long, more than feven feet high, 
and nine broad. It was not, therefore, without reafon that the 
difciples particularly noticed the uncommon magnitude of the 
ftones of this fuperb temple, which they probably flattered 
themfelves was formed to ftand the fhock of ages, and to refift 
the utmoft efforts of human power to deftroy it. But this pre- 
diétion, unlikely as it then feemed, was literally fulfilled ; for 
when the Romans had taken Jerufalem, Titus ordered his 
feldiers to dig nA the soundatons both of the city and the tem- 
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ple. The Jewifh writers alfo themfelves acknowledge, that the 
whole city was fo thoroughly laid even with the ground by 
thofe who dug it up to the foundations, that there was nothing 
left to make thofe who came thére to believe it had ever been 
inhabited. ‘Terentius Rufus, who was left to command the ar- 
my, ploughed up the foundations of the temple, and thereby 
fulfilled that prophecy of Micah iii. 12. Therefore fhall Zion 
for your fake be ploughed as the field. And in confirmation of this 
remarkable circumftance, Eufebius alfo affures us, that the 
temple was ploughed up by the Romans, and that he himfelt 
faw it lying in ruins. 

Befides the aftonifhing number of Jews flain by the fword, 
ninety-feven thoufand were taken captive: the tall and hand- 
fome young men Titus referved for his triumph ; of the reft, 
thofe above feventeen years of age were fent to labour at the 
works, the Romans were conftructing in Egypt; and great 
numbers were diltributed throughout the Roman provinces, to 
be deftroyed in their theatres by the fword, or by wild beafts ; 
thofe under feventeen were fold for flaves; many of them 
fuffered great hardfhips, and eleven thoufand of them perifhed 
for want. Thus were the Jews miferably tormented ; and 
from that time to this have been diftreffed, and difperfed over 
all the nations of the earth. 

As the Jews were to be led away captive into all nations, fo 
Jerufalem was to be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the time of 
“the Gentiles be fuifilled. ‘Luke xxi. 24. And accordingly their 
city has remained, for the moft part, in a ftate of ruin and 
defolation, from its deftruétion by the Romans to the prefent 
time ; and has never been under ‘the government of the Jews 
themfelves, but oppreffed and broken down by a fucceffion of 
foreign matters, ys Romans, the Saracens, the Franks, the 
Mamalukes, and laft by the Turks, to whom it is ftill fubjeét. 

It is not, therefore, only from hiftorians that we are to look 
for the accomplifhment of our Lord’s predictions ; we fee them 
verified at this moment before our eyes, in the defolate ftate of 
the once celebrated city and temple of Jerufalem, and in the 
prefent condition of the Jews, not colle&ed together into any 
one country, and under one form of government, but difperfed 
over every region of the globe. 

There was indeed one attempt made to rebuild their temple 
and city, and ‘reftore them to their ancient profperity. It was 
made too, for the exprefs and avowed purpofe of defeating this 
very prophecy ; and the event was fuch as might be expected 

from the folly and prefumption of the man who dared to op- 
pofe the defigns of Providence, and to fight againft God. This 
was the emperor Julian, who firft efpoufed Chriftianity, then 
profeffed himielf a pagan, and became a bitter epemy to the 
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gofpel. 
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gofpel. But foon after they had begun the work, dreadful balls of 
fire, burfting out from the foundations, rendered the place in- 
acceflible to the workmen, who were frequently burnt with the 
flames ; and they were forced at length to abandon the defign,. 
The account of this extraordinary miracle we have, not only 
from the Chriftian writers of credit, who lived at the very time, 
but from an heathen author of great veracity, Ammianus Mar- 
cellinus, who, though an admirer of Julian, and had fought 
under him in his Perfian expedition in the year 363, yet ac- 
knowledges this fact. 

Our Lord predicted that the deftruction of Jerufalem fhould 
take place before the generation of men then exifting fhould 
pafs away. Ahd it actually took place within forty years from 
that time. It is worthy of remark that when Chrift delivered 
this prophecy there was not the flighteft probability of the 
Romans invading Judea, much lefs of their befieging Jerufa- 
Jem, of their furrounding it with a wall, of their taking it by 
ftorm, and of their deftroying the temple fo entirely, as not to 
leave one ftone upon another. The Jews were then at peace 
withthe Romans. The latter could have no motives of inter- 
eft or policy to invade and deftroy a country already fubje& to 
them, and from which they reaped many advantages. It 
could not, therefore, be from mere human fagacity and fore- 
fight that our Saviour foretold thefe events ; and had he even 
tenant Ya a conjecture refpecting a war with the Romans, yet 
he could never have imagined or invented fuch a variety of 
minute particulars as he did predi@, and as actually came to 
pafs. 

The only pretence that can be fet up againft this prophecy, 
is, that it was not delivered by our Saviour previous to the 
deftruction of Jerufalem, but inferted by St. Matthew, and the 
other Evangelilts, after that event. This may undoubtedly be 
faid, and any thing may be faid by thofe whofe bufinefs is ob- 
jection and cavil: but can it be faid with the fmalleft appear- 
ance of truth? Is there the flighteft ground to fupport it ? 
Mott certainly not. It is a mere affertion without the leaft 
fhadow of proof: and an oppofite affertion is a fufficient an- 
fwertoit. We deny the fact; and call upon our adverfaries 
to prove it, ifthey can. They have rever fo much as attempt- 
ed it. Not even the earlic# enemies of our faith; thofe who 
were much nearer the primitive ages, and much more likely 
to detect a fraud (if there were any) than modern infidels. But 
befides this, there are good grounds to believe not only that the 
three gofpels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, where this prophe- 
cy is related, were written and publifhed before thet deftruction 
of Jerufalem, but that the writers of them were all dead before 
that event. And that which ought, with every reafonable man, 
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to be decifive of the queftion, is this, that three of the Evan- 

elifts out of four concur in giving us this prophecy as a part of 
their hiftory of our Lord, and as actually delivered by him at the 
period affigned to it, which we know was nearly forty years be- 
fore the deitruction of Jerufalem. Now we have no more rea- 
fon to doubt their veracity in ¢/is point than in any other : and 
if, on the ftrength of their character, on the evident marks of 
integrity, fimplicity and truth, which appear in every page of 
their writings, we give implicit credit to what they tell us re- 
fpecting the life, the death, the doétrines, the miracles, and the ' 
refurrection of Chrift, there is the very fame reafon for admit- 
ting the genuinenefs of this prophecy. 


—at CD ee 


EXTRACT FROM A LETTER 


Lately written by a Youth, nineteen years of age, in Conne&icut, 
to his elder Brother. 


GUILTY confcience prompts me to write this ; know- 

ing 1 have often behaved unbecoming in your prefence. 

I fear I have given you occafion, by my light and foolifh con- 
verfation, to think lightly of that religion, by which only we 
can be faved. I havea light, vain mind, which is continu- 
ally leading me into foolifh talking and jefting, which are not 
convenient. I find it gives me great trouble. Dear brother, 
IThope you will not let any of my conduét, which you have or 
may fee, influence you to think lightly of the glorious gofpel of 
Chrift, which is the power of God and the wifdom of God unto 
falvation. Could I forfake my foolifh praétices, and condu& 
as becomes a probationer for eternity, I fhould enjoy much 
more peace and comfort. But notwithftanding I am fo vile, 
fo foolifh and finful, 1 hope through the grace of God, I have 
received the pardon of my fins, not for any good deeds I have 
done, but for the fake of Jefus Chrift. Dear brother, for all 1 
am fo vile and finful myfelf, yet permit me to {peak to you of 
the advantages of. living a religious life. They who live pi- 
oufly have the promife of the life which now is, and of that 
which is to come. Believe me, dear brother, religion gives a 
double pleafure to all the enjoyments of this life. It is nota 
gloomy, melancholy thing ; but the higheft enjoyment that 
ean be : nothing elfe will give contentment. Confider, for a 
moment, the importance of religion. It cannot harm you to 
eonfider, and I am fenfible you will fee the importance of mak- 
img your peace with your Makes. How can you bear the 
| thoughts 
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thoughts of living without God in the world, and without his 
protection ? for we are liable to a thoufand evils in this world, 
which we cannot avoid. But if we are under the proteétion of 
our Maker, we have nothing to fear from them ; for we thall 
have jupport and comfort under them ; and we know that 
they will allturn to our good. Thofe that have treafares in 
heaven will not be greatly moved by any earthly trials ; for 
they know God is a refuge and ftrength, a very prefent help 
in time of trouble ; therefore “they will not fear though the 
earth be removed, though the mountains be carried into the 
midit of the fea ;” for if they lofe all their fubftance here, it 
is nothing that materially concerns them: they have durable 
riches and righteoufnefs in that city whofe Builder and Maker 
is God. My dear brother, I with you to confider well in 
your own mind, and anfwer agreeably to the dictates of your 
con{cience, the following queftions. Afk yourfelf, Dol 
believe the Bible to be the word of God, who cannot lie? If I 
do, ought it not to influence my life and converfation ? Ought 
I not to ftudy it, and.conform my life to it ? Ought I not to 
take warning by the threatenings, and encouragement from 
the promifes in it, to flee to Jefus, the ark of fafety ? Can this 
be done too foon, confidering its importance and the uncer- 
tainty of life, that our life is even as a vapour, that pafleth 
away ? Did you ever find contentment in any of the finful 
pleafures of this world? Is there not an aching void in your 
heart, which nothing in this world can fill? Have you not feen 
the vanity of this world, that it is infufficient, even if you 
could command the whole of it, to fatisfy the boundlefs de- 
fires of your craving mind? The defires of the immortal mind 
are fo valt, that nothing but God, who made it, can fatisfy 


-them. You may look for happinefs in the riches, honours, and 


pleafures of the world ; but depend on it, you will never find 
it there. A dream of pleafure may be continually in your 
mind ; but it will never come to pafs. Some vain expectation 
of happinefs may continually prefent itfelf before you ; but all 
your happinefs will be in expectation. I appeal to your own 
confcience: Has it not beenfo? Have you ever enjoyed that 
happinels you expected? Purfue the dream no farther ; but 
open your eyes and look around you. Look for happinefs 
from the world no longer, left you fhould purfue the fatal 
dream till death opens your eyes, and you view yourfelf ona 
death bed in pain and diftrefs. What would you then have to 
dupport you? Certainly nothing below the fkies could give 
you any comfort. Should you then be poffeffed of valt riches, 
it would be fo far from comforting you, that it would add to 
your mifery to think you mutt leave them, and that you had 
foent that time in getting them, which was allotted you to lay 
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up treafures in heaven. O that you may now fee that your hap- 
pinefs does not confift in the good things of this life. How 
greatly would it add to your happinefs to become truly pious ? 
How would it rejoice the heart of your dear mother? You muft 
be fenfible you have caufed her a great deal of trouble and afflic- 
tion, as well as thereft of us. But it would more than recom- 
penfe her for all the trouble the has undergone for us, if fhe 
could fee us careful to avoid that punifhment, which will cer- 
tainly come on all the ungodly. You may have many objec- 
tions to make.—You hate to forfake your companions. You 
are afraid of their ridicule. But make the experiment. You 
will find you have loft nothing, and gained every thing that 
can be defired. You will find companions much nearer and 
dearer to you ; companions in whom you will take much more 
comfort. For my part, I take much more comfort of my 
life, than ever I did before 1 was thoughtful of another world. 
O my brother, if you are wife, you are wife for yourfelf ; but if 
you fcorn, you alone mutt bear it forever. 


—l + eae 


THE RELATION OF MEHETABEL STORER, 
In her feventeeth year, taken Church-meeting-day, Nov. 4, 1713. 


T is about a year fince I was firft awakened by private in- 

ftructions, and thought I would be ferious and religious from 
thence forward; but 1 was drawn away again by vain com- 
pany and Satan, but chiefly by a vain heart, {fo that I fell afleep 
in fecurity again, and continued unconcerned or but little con- 
cerned for many months, till one Saturday night in the f{ummer 
palt I was reading in a little book concerning Eternity, in 
which the author relates a ftrange account of the conviction of 
a lewd gentlewoman, who having been late at cards, returned 
home, and finding the maid at, her book, fhe contemptuoufly 
faid to her, “ Poor melancholy creature ; what, always. read- 
ing ?? but cafting her eye over her fhoulder, and feeing the 
word ETERNITY, the was terrified and amazed. This put 
me upon more ferious thoughts of eternity than ever I had be- 
fore, and I ftrove more than ever that I might be prepared for 
death, judgment and eternity. And after this I was more fen- 
fible oe the danger of delays, for I had pleafed myfelf and qui- 


eted my confcience with fuch thoughts as thefe; that I was 
young, and that I might as well turn a year or two hence ; and 
I faw fome that were as old or older than myfelf not to be at all 
in hafte to come to Chrift; I thought I might venture as well 


asthey. Butnow I faw more of the danger of perifhing forev- 
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er; and by further cautions and warnings given me in private, 
convictions were more imprefled on my foul. I was afked 
whether I intended to delay till I might be fettled-in the world, 
and told that if I could be fure of four things, I might fafely 
delay forthe prefent. The firft was, If I could be fure I fhould 
not die for fome months or years. The fecond was, If I could 
alfo be fure the preaching of the gofpel would be continued. 
The third, That the Spirit fhould continue to ftrive with me. 
And the fourth, If I could alfo be fure that I fhould have a 
will hereafter to comply with the good motions of the Holy 
Spirit. But I thought inftead of being fure of all thefe four things, 
I could not be fure of any one of them. Nor did I dare enters 
tain a thought of delaying one day longer ; and I held on feek- 
ing, but not with the fame earneftnefs that I began. Then I 
was taken fick, and feared I fhould die, yet found Ehad not im- 
proved my health fo as to prepare for death; fo I begged of 
the Lord to fpare me a little longer that I might have more 
time, and I thought I fhould improve it better ; and my defire 
was granted, and I got up again quickly, and was enabled to. 
remember my fick bed promifes, and fought the Lord day and: 
night, till I hope he was pleafed to be found of me. I faw 
the evil of fin fo as Inever had done before. Once I entered: 
into a folitary place on the Sabbath evening, after there had 
been a perfon pr two admitted into the church, and FI thought 
I would beg more earneftly for the pardon of my fins, and for 
mercy for my poor foul. I thought if I ftrived to enter in at 
the ftrait gate, I might obtain; and asI was feeking, and 
reaching out in my defires after Chrift, I hope he did manifett 
himfelf to me, and I thought 1 had imward affurance of the 
love of Jefus Chrift, and I thought God had given me true 
faving grace ; and I have fince that time found a change in 
the frame of my heart; 1 cannot fay it is converfion, or a fav- 
ing change, but I find that the reading of the feriptures or 
hearing of fermons is quite another thing to me than it was 
formerly, and my love to gracious fouls feems not only to be 
greater, but quite another kind of love than what I had before: 
Since I was propounded, I have had fears whether I was right 
at heart, and was walking in the narrow way that leads to 
ife ; but I was enabled to turn fuch fears into prayers that 
God would difcover to me what my condition was; and if 
pleafed the Lord to give me fome fatisfaétion from this, that I 
wis brought to juftify him if he fhould deny me grace, and 
teave me to deceive myfelf to my eternal undoing. I thought 
God was no more bound to fave fallen man than to reftore the 
fallen angels ; and if I fhould be found among the foolifh vir- 
gins, deftitute of the oil of grace, it would be my own fault 
and I fhall be juftly condemned, But it feems 2 dreadful 
ing 
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thing to mifs of Chrift, if there was no other hell but to lofe 
heaven. But I mutft.lie at the feet of mercy, ftriving to enter 
in at the ftrait gate, becaufe many fhall feck to enter in, and 
fhall not be able. I-entreat your prayers that I may be -kept 
in the fear of God, fo as never to depart away from him. 

After the firlt facrament, there was a fermon preached in the 
afternoon, concerning the danger of felf-righteouinefs ; and I 
went home full of fears left I was a felf-righteous perfon ; and 
I begged of the Lord to bring me off from my own righteouf- 
nefs, and to difcover Chrift to me. And while 1 was yet 
Seeking, I had fuch clear light and fweet joy as I cannot tell 
how to exprefs, but I was abundantly fatisfied that I had a 
faving intereft in Chrift, and_was filled with admiration at his 
4ree love and rich grace to me, which the Lord is pleafed ftidl 
to continue to me. 


-_— & 2 


THE ORIGINAL AND CORRECT PREACHER. 
T HE following attempt to defcribe the original and accu- 


rate preacher, it is hoped, will not be viewed impertinent, 
though defe€tive. 

In general, the original and accurate preacher‘is a man of 
genius, abilities and religion. But as this defeription, though 
corre¢t, is like that general {train of preaching, ~which is not 
properly calculated to adminifter conviction to finners nor in- 
ftruction and confolation to Chriftians, the fubjeét muft be 
handled with more difcrimination. Permit me then, to env- 
merate the following traits or qualifications of a corre& preach- 
er, and as we pafs along, to drop a few refections. 

1. He is a devout, praying man. For minifters are favour- 
ed with the moft ufeful fubjeéts and arrange their thoughts in 
he molt advantageous manner when peculiarly favoured with 
the {pirit of prayer. To fermonize advantageoufly, minifters 
muft pray frequently and devoutly. Seafons of devotion are 
friendly to interefting thoughts and fubjetts. 

2. He diligently acquaints himfelf with his own, and the 
moral ftate and circumftances of his flock. For how is it poffi- 
ble for a paftor to provide feafonable food for the fheep and 
the lambs, if he is a ftranger to his own and their perfonal con- 
ditions? The faithful minifter loves to addrefs his own people 
becaufe he knows their wants, rather than to eafe his labour, 
by introducing ftrangers. People generally grow cold by the 
abfence of their own teachers; and a thirft for novelty is too 


ofgen the evidence of their habit of infabiliry. 
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3. To furnifh his mind with paftoral or minifterial informa- 
tion, he both diligently reads the Bible and the beft authors on 
divinity ; and other interefting books. For it is not fafe to 
difperfe knowledge fafter than we collec it. If we draw from 
our common ciftern more in one day than we fupply in fix, 
there is danger of difturbing the lees. 

4- While reading the works of other men, he keeps his mind 
in a receptive ftate, takes hints, makes notes of all new and 
original thoughts, but does not copy the fehemes of fermons. 
For the borrower is fervant to the lender, and foon contraéts a 
fervile habit, which is hoftile to invention and that defirable ex- 
cellency in fermonizing, which is attainable by men of ability, 
feeing the interefting field of theological variety is by no means 
fufficiently explored. . The Bible is never deftitute of novelty 
to the devout and expanding mind. 

5- In the weekly courfe of fermonizing, he affiduoufly feeks 
for new fubjects rather than new texts. For though texts fome- 
times fuggeft fubjects, yet thofe fermons are generally the moft 
original, ingenious and ufeful, which fuggeft and demand 
their appropriate texts. Whena profitable fubject is conceiv- 
ed and realized by the mind, it is eafy to find an anfwerable 
text. For inftance, if the preacher’s mind is imprefled with 
the dangerous connexion between erroneous tenets and wrong 
practices, he will, if the Bible be familiar, recollect at once that 
“* Evil communications corrupt good manners.”” He, who is 
in the habit of hunting after texts, or of choofing texts to get 
fubjeéts, is like the author, who makes his preface before he 
makes one word of his book. ‘There is no fecurity againft 
pulpit famenefs, except new fubjects or a generous variety of 
topics. 

6. The able fermonizer will carefully avoid a plurality of 
fubjeéts in the fame difcourfe ; and will not impertinently mul- 
tiply either general divifions or fubdivifions. For numetical 
figures in a fermon, except they note the arrangement of dif- 
_ ferent arguments or reafons, only ferve to incumber the dif- 

courfe and defignate the debility of the author’s judgment. 
There are many numerical figures in fermons, which might 
eafily be comprifed in the folitary cipher. 

7. The judicious fermonizer will not embarrafs the body of 
his performance with any confequences or reflections, which 
anticipate and defraud the improvement. The inferences, like 
a wifely difpofed ambufcade, fhould naturally and unexpected- 
ly fall, with all their force, on the aflembly. To ufe a differ- 
ent metaphor, the fkilful minifter will, like a wife fteward, 
carefully referve his beft wine unmixed till the clofe of the 
feat. Nothing injures a fermon more than that confufion. of 
thoughts, which is infeparable from the want of due arrange- 

ment. 
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ment. Every interefting thought has its appropriate place in 
a fermon. 

8. The accurate fermonizer, in all his arrangements of 
ideas, will accurately diftinguifh the genus of his fubje& from 
the /pecies ; and not fubftitute one for the other. For what 
can be more incongruous than to confound general things 
with particular ones, or propofitions with arguments? For in- 
ftance, in defcribing the good man, he will not fay that one 
trait of his charaéter is difintereftednefs, and another hope, and a 
third repentance, and a fourth faith, and fo on. For difinter- 
eftednefs is the genus, and ought not to be numerically ranked 
with the fpecies. Difinterefted affection is the tree, which fup- 
ports repentance and faith, and all the other branches of 
Chriftianity. In a fermon, things fhould be arranged accord- 
‘ing to their natural order, and not one miftaken for another. 
The prieft’s lips muft therefore keep knowledge, and he mult 
ftudy hard or meet an early death. 

9g. The good fermonizer will not be fo deftitute of logical 
manners as to compel and prefs his doétrine to become an in- 
ference from his doétrine. For this is but turning in a narrow 
circle ; or faying, let us improve our fubject ;_ and ift, if we 
have proved that Balaam was 2 wicked man, we infer that he 
was deftitute of religion.—There is no neceflity of forcing infer- 
ences ; for every fruitful doctrine, properly fupported and jl- 
luftrated, will furnifh, more or lefs, pertinent inferences and re- 
flecions. A rich improvement is the infeparable confequence 
of a good fermon, if the preacher calculates judicioufly, or does 
not anticipate it. 

Finally, one of the belt criterions of an original, accurate fer- 
monizer, is gratifying his informed and devout readers and 
conftant hearers with a novel and interefting improvement. 
For new and foul interefting confeauences indicate the fuperior 
wifdom of the preacher or author in the choice of his fubjed, 
and the corre& arrangement of his fentiments. But what 
preacher can draw new and important inferences from the 
common and familiar topics of divinity ? To.avoid, therefore, 
that old, uniform ftrain of improvement, with which the audi- 
tory is as familiarly acquainted, as the church people are with 
the Liturgy, the preacher mult leave the common road, or the 
mere rudiments of theology, and enter the unexplored field, 
which is full of the richelt treafures. Some new things are 
neceflary and acceptable. ‘ 

Thefe are the traits of the original and correét fermonizer, 
as far as I am able to colleé&t them from the beit writers and 
preachers with whom I am intimately acquainted. 

There is a fecond clafs of preachers, who excel in their own 
way. For they happily inftruct and edify their auditors, not 
by 
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by delivering correct fermons according to the method delin- 
eated above, but by explaining a text or paflage of {cripture, 
phrafe by phrafe, as the words prefent in the written order of 
mfpiration. ‘This method, though it eannot be confidered cor- 
reét fermonizing, the accurate preacher may fometimes fafely 
adopt for the fake of variety. For expofition of fcripture is 2 
profitable method of inftruGion ; and that which was princi- 
pally ufed by the primitive teachers of the church. Inftead of 
what we at this day denominate preaching, they expounded or 
delivered lectures. 

There is alfo another method, though rarely adopted by the 
corre& preacher, which is yet admiflible. It is this, to err by 
rule; it is for the preacher to imitate the able General in a 
woods fight, and without any logical order and ufual form to 
fall upon his hearers unexpectedly in the molt pathetic and in- 
terefting manner. As nature is often regularly irregular, 
preachers have fome liberty to copy her ufeful example. 
Hence the honour conferred by the moft able and regular 
preacher on one, who was not incumbered with written fer- 
mons or the common rules of addrefs. For, faidthe able bith- 
op to his friends, “ Rodgers a€tually does more by his wild 
notes than we are able to effeé& by all our fet mnfic, however 
{weet and harmenious.” In fine, I have nothing farther to add, 
except to afk pardon for fo much freedom. 

CLERUS. 


—t DD 
For the Maffachufetts M. Magazine, 


A WORD OF COUNSEL TO PROFESSORS, 
On the fubje@ of Moral Honefly. 


Owe no man any thing. Rom. xiit. 8. 


O. afford affiftance to the memory, we fhall place our 
hints of advice on this much neglected fubject, under the 
leading articles ; 

1. Be cautious how you get in debt. » The general ftate of world. 
ly bufinefs is fuch as neceflarily leads men to truft each other, 
Without this mutual confidence, trade and commerce could not 
exift : Nay, the very bands of civil fociety themfelves muft 
foon be diffolved. Yet this needful and generous confidence 
ought to be ftrictly guarded by the rules of prudence, other- 


wile the confequences mult prove highly detrimental both to 
debtot 








3806.} A Word of Counsel to Professors. 343 


debtor and creditor. Owe no man any thing, fhould be, as far as 
poffible, the maxim of every Chriftiantradefman. Therefore, 

Never get into debt without fome rea/onable profped of paying. 
‘lo procure the property of others, without a defign to pay at 
all, is downright robbery. The man who plunders his neigh- 
bour’s dwelling, or applies a piftol to his breaft, may expofe 
himfelf to greater danger among men, but both are chargeable 
with great offence in the fight of God. Nor can he ftand 
clear of the imputation of rafhnefs and folly, deferving the 
higheft cenfure, who, previoufly to his contraétmg debts, con- 
fiders not what way he is likely to difcharge them. Such may 
talk of truft in Providence ; but fuch a plea, under thefe cir- 
cumftances, only aggravates the criminality of their condu&, 
by an attempt to make a righteous Providence anfwerable for 
the confequences of their unjuft proceedings. O what exten- 
five and foul difgrace have fome {plendid profeffors lately caft 
upon the good ways of the Lord, by their rafh fpeculations and 
experiments with the property of others! Let Chriftians 
trade fafely. 

Make ufe of no fale. pretences to get into debt. The name of 
friendfhip of a known and deferving charaéter is often made the 
preface to a fcene of fraud. Dfappointments are pleaded 
which never occurred. Money, expected at a certain time, 
is mentioned as fecurity to deceive the unwary. Nay, (horrible 
to relate !} converfation on religious fubjects ; the doctrines of 
the holy gofpel ;_ the dear and injured name of Jefus ; are not 
unfrequently ufed, as the fuccefsful inftruments of deception, by 
abandoned profeffors of religion. The /atisfadlion felt by the 
upright mind in being out of debt, fhould operate as a reafon 
for your endeavouring to keep unembarraifed in the world. 
It muft greatly pain an honeft man to reeolle& thofe claims 
which he cannotanfwer. Ever, then, bear in mind, that to 
get into debt for the relief of prefent diftrefs, is almoft fure in 
the event to plunge you into other and perhaps greater diff- 
culties, than thofe you now labour under. 

Remember too how di/reputable it is to be in debt, unlefs in 
very fpecial cafes ; it leads to a fufpicion of the induflry, pru- 
dence, or principle of aman; and that profeflor feems to give 
poor evidence of his regard to the eredit of religion, who is 
earelefs of his own goed name. 

2. Take heed how you behave if you are in debt. 

Much of a man’s principle appears, by his fpirit and condrét, 
when in debt. No one will truft the avowed deceiver, There- 
fore the knave approaches the perfon he has marked out as his 

rey, under the garb of honelty ; but no fooner are his fraudu- 
ee defigns accomplifhed than he becomes anotherman. ‘The 
vizard drops, and hes real character appears. 


Are 
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Are you in debt? behave then with civility to your creditors. 
May not the man, who has befriended you in the hour of diffi- 
culty, at leaft expect to meet with that behaviour which com- 
mon decency demands? Many ungrateful perfons can fcarcely 
afford a creditor a civil anfwer, when he ventures to inquire af- 
ter his lawful property ; perhaps refent the application as an 
affront, and forfake him to play the fame nefarious part upon 
another. 

If you are in debt, be always frank and candid. Never at- 
tempt to difguife your fituation by falfe gloffes and wilful mif- 
repreientations. Inveltigate, with impartial diligence, your 
own circumitances, and {tate to your creditors the naked truth. 
Supprefs no part of information, which juitice calls for at your 
hands. In tranfaétions which relate to God or man, this world 
ora future, an ingenuous difpofition is particularly pleafing. 
He that covereth his fins foall not profper, but whofo confeffeth and 
forfaketh them fhall have mercy. Prov. xxxviil. 13. 

Never evade the claims of creditors by fal/e promifes. A man 
deftitute of conicience, when'preffed, will promife any thing to 
procure prefent relief ; but thisis adding fin to fin. He atts 
like the highwayman, who, having plundered the traveller, 
murders every one who endeavours to apprehend him. Such. 

a character feems prepared for any enterprife of darknefs. His 
eonicience is feared as with a hot iron; and he is fure, 1f con- 
verting grace prevent not, to have his part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimftone. Rev. xxi. 8. 

Sit not down contented, if indebt. He that is eafy, happy, 
and fatisfied, in fuch a fituation, wears a charatter fo nearly 
verging towards that of a villain, that it would require great 
penetration indeed to diftinguifh them. ‘Therefore, 

3. Endeavour as foon as poffible to difcharge your debts. 

In order to thts, contrive to pay. Lay down fome prudent 
plan for the attainment of this defirable end. If you feel your/elf 
mcompetent to this, requeft fome faithful friend to affift you by 
his counfel ; and refolve to ufe as many contrivances to pay, 
as you or others have done to contract debts. 

It is equally neceflary that you exert youfelves to pay. 
Withes, unaccompanied by fuitable endeavours, only tend to 
poverty and difgrace. Let juftice to your creditors be a {pur 

jo application and induftry in your calling. To be negli- 

when opportunities for exertion offer, or to walte your 
inte in indolence and trifling, is indire& robbery of thofe whofe 
claims upon you reach to every reafonable effort within your 
power. a 

Nor is it lefs incumbent that you deny yourfelves to pay. 
The delicacies of the table, the fuperfluities of drefs, &c. are 
glaringly inconfiftent with a fate of infolvency. ‘To make en- 

tertainments 
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tertainments for your friends or acquaintance, with what is not 
your own, is to defraud your creditors, and to feed others on 
the fpoils of their property. Before you are hofpitable and 
generous, determine to be juft. 

Begin this needful work immediately. Difinclination to any 
duty will furnifh many fpecious arguments for prefent neglect. 
Hence many fuppofe they could pay if circumftances were any 
way altered from what they are. They intend to apply them- 
felves ferioufly to this concern hereafter, jult as fome talk of 
future repentance for the fins they are now committing. But 
we may venture to affirm, that if you do not now do what your 
opportunities admit of, your intentions to pay at all may be 
very juftly queftioned. Whatfoever, then, thine hgnd findeth to do, 
doit with all thy might. 

If you with to fucceed, perfevere in your attempts to pay. 
Though you may fee many difficulties before you, do not def- 
pond and fay, there is no hope. Though your firft efforts may 
be baffled, look upward and try again. Much may be and has 
been done by little and little. If confcientious and diligent in 
the path of duty, you have many encouraging declarations 
of {cripture on your fide. See Gal. vi. 9. And let us not be 
weary in well doing, for in due time we fhall reap if we faint not. 
Prov. iii. 6. Jn all thy ways acknowledge him, and he fball dire 
thy paths. Pfalm xxxvii. 5. Commit thy way unto the Lord; truft 
alfo in him, and he fhall bring it to pa/s. 

Surely none will anfwer the foregoing plain remarks by ob- 
ferving, “ Many lay great ftrefs upon moral honefty for falva- 
tion; but we renounce the pharifaic fentiment, and glory in af- 
furance of eternal life, becaufe we truft in the finifhed right- 
eoufnefs of the Son of God.”—Miltake me not, friend! 1 
have not been fubftituting honefty in the ftead of the Saviour 
and his blefled work. I wifh not to flatter the expectations of 
him, who makes integrity between man and man, a reafon for 
fetting afide the gofpel! But 1 with to remind the profeffor of 
evangelic truth, that unlefs his faith lead him to the love of 
focial juftice, he is deceiving his own foul, if he fuppofe him- 
felf made a partaker of the faith of Chrift. For this is the will 
of God—that no man go beyond or defraud his brother in any 
matter ; becaufe that the Lord is the avenger of fuch. 1 Thef. 
iv. 6. Finally, brethren, whatfoever things are true, whatfoev- 
er things are honeft, whatfoever things are juft, whatfoever 
things are pure, whatfoever things are lovely, whatfoever things 
are of good report, if there be any virtue, and if there be any 
praife, think on thefe things, Phil. iv. 8. 

; FIGLINUS. 
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ON THE DIVINE REQUIREMENTS. 


1 Johnv. 3.—* His commandments are not grievous. 


T has been the opinion of fome, that, though the commands 
of God are all reafonable and juft, yet they greatly exceed 
the ability of men, in their prefent, imperfect, fallen ftate. 
While, on the other hand, it is maintained, by many, that if we 
do as well as we can, we fhall be accepted. Anattempt to fet 
this matter in a clear and convincing light, will, doubtlefs, be 
confidered as laudable. For it is important that it fhould be 
made to appear, that “the way of the Lord is equal.” It is 
the object of tit following eflay, to fhew, both from reafon and 
{cripture, that God requires no more tof men, than they are able to do. 
We always fuppofe that men are ad/e to do any thing, which 
they have powers and faculties of body and mind to do, wheth- 
er they are willing to do it, or not. For though a willing mind 
is asneceflary to the performance of duty, as bodily and mental 
powers and faculties ; yet we never confider this as confytuting 


any part of human ability. It is true, divines, for the fake of 


diftinction, give the name of moral ability to willingne/s ; yet it is 


evidently in a figurative and improper fenfe. It is a dictate of 


common fenfe, that men are able to do every thing which they 
have powers and faculties of body and mind to do, if they were 
willing or difpofed to do it. 

Having made thefe obfervations on human ability, the way 
is prepared to prove that God requires no more of men, than 
they are able to do. 

1. This may be argued from the rectitude of the Divine 
character. Reafon and revelation concur to teach us, that 
God is a being of perfect moral rectitude. He governs the 
world in righteoufnefs. He never tyrannizes over any of his 
creatures. He never requires any more of them, then it is rea- 
fonable and right he fhould require. He is nota hard matter, as 
many of his creatures imagine, reaping where he has not fown, 
and gathering where he has not ftrawed. Shall not the Judge 
of all the earth do right? Thefe obfervations are too obvious 
to be controverted. 

But, did God require more of men than they are able to 
do, he would a an unréafonable and tyrannical part. Though 
men may reafonably be required to do many things which they 
are unwilling to do ; yet they can never be reafonably required 
to do any thing which they are unable to do. All can fee, that 
it would be unreafonable and oppreflive, in a prince, to require 
his blind fubjeéts to read, his maimed fubjects to perform hard 
labour, or his indigent fubjects to pay enormous taxes. ‘The 


Ifraelites, in Egypt, after they were denied the ufual allowance 
of 
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of ftraw, were unable to return the ufual number of bricks. 
And who does not perceive, that the conduct of Pharaoh, in re- 
quiring them to do it, was arbitrary and cruel? And did 
the Sovereign of the univerfe {with reverence be it fpoken) re- 
guire men to do any thing which they are unable to do, his 
ways would be unequal, and his conduc would be hable to the 
juft cenfures of all his rational creatures. 

Here it may be proper to ftop, and endeavour to anfwer 
fome objections, which may, perhaps, be made againit the pre- 
ceding argument. 

Objection 1. Itmay be faid, That God isa great and incom- 
prehenfible being; that his thoughts are as high above our 
thoughts, and his ways above our ways, as the heavens are above 
the.earth: and that, therefore, it is prefumption in us, fhort-fight- 
ed creatures, to pafs judgment upon his conduét, and fay what he 
may do and what he may not. It is not for us to determine, what 
it would be right or what it would be wrong for God to do, in his 
treatment of his moral fubje&ts. His ways are not to be com- 
pared with ours. It may be right, for aught we know, for 
God to treat men, as it would not be right for an earthly prince 
to treat his fubjeéts. And though it would be arbitrary and 
unjuft for an earthly prince to require that of his fubjeés, 
which they have not power to do; yet it is too much for us to 
fay, that it would be arbitrary and unjuft for God to require 
that of men, which they have not power to do; fince, being 
infinite in underftanding, he may have reafons for his conduét, 
which, to us, are unknown and unfearchable. 

Anfwer. It is true, God is a great and incomprehenfible be- 
ing. It is but a fmall part of his counfels and ways, which the 
moft enlightened of his creatures can know. The reafons of 
his conduct, in numberlefs inftances, lie beyond the reach of 
our inveftigation. But, although it would be prefumption in 
us, to judge of God’s condué, in innumerable inftances ; yet it 
may not be prefumption in us, to judge of his conduét, in 
fome plain cafes. As moral agents, we are capable of know- 
ing the relation in which we ftand to our Creator and moral 
Governor, and how he ought to treat us. ‘Though God is in- 
finitely great and exalted ; yet juftice and equity are of the 
fame nature in him, as in his creatures. And if we were not 
capable of judging of his treatment of us, we fhould not be 
proper fubjects of his moral government ; fince we fhould not 
be able to determine, whether we had reafon to complain or ap- 
prove of his conduét towards us. But, the truth is, we are as ca- 
pable of knowing, when God’s treatment of us is juft and right, 
as when a fellow-creature’s is fo. And, accordingly, God not 
only permits but requires men to judge of his condué& towards 
them. Thus he fays to the Ifraelites, Ifa. v. 3. “ And now, O 


inhabitants 
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inhabitants of Jerufalem and men of Judah, judge, I pray you, 
betwixt me and my vineyard.” And to the fame people he 
fays, Ezek. xviii. 25. “ Hear now, O houfe of Ifrael, is not my 
way equal? Are not your ways unequal?” The incompre- 
henfibility of God’s counfels and ways, therefore, is no reafona- 
ble objection againft our fafely judging of his treatment of mor- 
al agents. 

Obj. 2. It may be faid that God is a fovereign, and has a 
right to treat his creatures as he pleafes, without giving to any 
an account of his matters. And that though it may feem un- 
reafonable for Him to require men to do more than they are 
able ; yet he has a fovereign right to make fuch a requirement. 

Anf. God is, undoubtedly, a fovereign, in the moft abfolute 
fenfe. He has a right to do what he will with his own. He 
has a right to do, and does do as he pleafes. But does it from 
hence follow, that he is ever pleafed to treat his creatures in an 
arbitrary, unequitable and tyrannical manner ?' The fovereignty 
of God is not an unreafonable, oppreflive fovereignty. God 
does what he pleafes; and he is always pleafed to do what is 
reafonable, juft and right. 

Obj. 3. It may ftill be faid, That though it would have been 
wrong for God to have required more of men than they were 
able to do, as they came out of his creating hand ; yet, as they 
have, by their own mifconduét, impaired or deftroyed fome of 
the powers and faculties, with which he at firft endowed them ; 
may he not be juftified in ftill requiring as much of them, as if 
all their powers and faculties remained entire ? Has God loft 
his right to command, becaufe men have rendered themfelves 
unable to obey ? 

Anf. If men have either wickedly impaired or deftroyed any 
of the powers and faculties, either of their bodies or minds, they 
are exceedingly criminal for fo doing, and deferve to be punifh- 
ed for it by their Creator, who gave them their powers and fac- 
ulties, that they might ufe them in his fervice. But, neverthe- 
lefs, this is no reafon why God fhould now require them to do 
more than they are able todo. Suppofe a commanding ofh- 
cer orders one of his foldiers to march at a certain time, toa 
certain place. But before the time arrives, the foldier wilfully 
cripples himfelf. .The commanding officer may juftly punifh 
him for making himfelf a cripple, in order to evade his reafon- 
able commands; but may he now juftly require him to march ? 
Should he give him fuch an order, might not the foldier re- 
ply, “It is impoflible ; I am a cripple; and was it to fave my 
life, or to fave the country from ruin, I could not march ”” 
This cafe is applicable to all others of a fimilar nature. Men 
can never be blameworthy for not ufing faculties which they 


have not to ufe, nor for not exerting powers which they have 
not 
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not to exert. Neither God nor man may reafonably require 
any one to do that which he is not able to do ; whatever pow- 
ers and faculties he once had, or however he may have loft 
them. I proceed, 

2. To exhibit fome evidence, from the holy fcriptures, that 
God requires no more of men than they are able to do. The 
divine law, which comprehends all that God ever required of 
men, enjoins no more upon them, than they are able to do. 
The firft and great commandment in the law, which includgs 
all the reft, is, “Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with all thy mind, and 
with all thy ftrength.” This imports, that men are bound to 
ferve and glorify God, with all the powers and faculties, both 
of body and mind, which they poffefs. ‘This is all God re- 
quires in hislaw. He neither requires men to make them any 
new powers or faculties, nor to ufe any which they have not. 
All he demands, is, that they ferve and glorify him as much 
as they are able. 

Our Saviour hath plainly taught us, in the parable of the 
talents, that God requires no more of men, than they are able 
to do. He, who had faithfully improved only two talents, was 
as much commended by his Lord, as he, who had faithfully 
improved five talents. And the flothful fervant, who hid his 
talent in the earth, was not condemned becaufe he had not re- 
ceived two or five talents, but becaufe he had not faithfully ufed 
the one talent, which his Lord, in his fovereignty, was pleafed 
to give him. 

In the fecond epiftle to the Corinthians vii. 12, the apoftle, 
{peaking of the duty of Chriftians to contribute to the necefii- 
ties of their indigent brethren, fays, ‘‘ If there be firft a willing 
mind, it is accepted, according to that a man hath, and not 
according to that he hath not.”? The reafon of the thing is 
precifely the fame refpefting every other duty or command 
of God. He requires men to do no more than they are able 
to do, 

(To be continued. ) 
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ABSTRACT OF REV. MR. SMITH’s JOURNAL. 


HROUGH the favour of Divine Providence, I have re- 
turned from my fecond Miffion to the north wettern 
parts of the ftate of New York. 
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I have been 17 weeks in the employment of the Miflionary 
Society ; during which time, I have travelled upwards of 1400 
miles ; preached about 70 times; adminiftered the Lord’s 
Supper four times; baptized 3 adult perfons, and 38 children ; 
admitted 32 perfons into the church ; attended 38 conference 
meetings, and 6 church meetings, and formed one church ; 
vifited a number of {chools, and fome fick perfons ; and made 
296 family vilits. 

I have vifited an extenfive tract of new fettlements, which 
contain an aftonifhing number of inhabitants, for the time they 
have been. fettling, which is, generally;. from 6 to 12 years. 
They are a very mixed people, and at prefent are, for the 
molt part, in a very unfettled ftate of fociety. 

But there are thoufands of very hopeful Chriftians among 
them ; by whofe means {tated meetings, on the Lord’s day, 
for focial worthip, are conftantly held in almoft all their towns 
and fettlements. But generally they are deftitute of gofpel 
preaching ; except what is fent to them by the Miflionary So- 
cieties. And this has been, and is, of incalculable importance 
to them; for, by thefe means, the. ftandard of the Lord has been 
fet up every where among them ; and now returning penitents 
rally round the Divine ftandard. Its importance is great alfo 
in view of the numberlefs errors with which they are aflailed 
in their defencelefs ftate, and by which many are enfnared, and 
taken, and fall. 

There are numbers of irreligious and ungodly men, who 
are making exertions to promote deifm and infidelity, under the 
name of univerfal falvation; that refuge of lies, and hiding 
place of falfehood. 

I converfed with one of them, who very frankly told me, 
that, for 12 years paft, he had been travelling into all parts of 
the country, preaching univerfal falvation; ‘“ but, (faid he,) I 
have entirely done with the Bible; I utterly renounce it ; I 
preach univerfal liappinefs ; I now freely profefs mytfelf to be 
a deiit.” 

There are many pernicious errors propagated there at pref- 
ent. But there is a very favourable opportunity for gofpel 
preachers to do much good. «Generally I found a prevailing 
difpofition to attend the preaching of the gofpel ; and upon 
the Sabbaths, large and crowded aflemblies, and very folemn 
attention. ) 

There were fpecial revivals of religion in feveral towns. I 
{pent about a week in Verona; the people appeared greatly 
folemnized and attentive. After about five weeks I had occa- 
fion to repafs through this place on my way to Leyden ; and 
found a general awakening through the town... There were 
about 60 under the moft duhreting convictions of fin ; ad 
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had obtained hope and comfort, and were enabled to rejoice in 
Chrift Jefus. Others were earneftly inquiring what they muft 
do to be faved. All were folemn. Even deilts were ftruck 
dumb. ‘The people entreated me to ftay and {pend the feafon 
with them ; and I fhould have rejoiced to have done it; but 
my engagements would not admit of it. However, I tarried 
with them between two and three weeks, and laboured with 
reat fatisfaction. There were 31, who gave very clear and 
hopeful evidence that they had experienced regenerating 
grace. Of thefe, one was about fixty years old, and one about 
fifteen ; generally they were under thirty-five years. One was 
before a profeffed deift : but, O, how changed ! 

The laft Sabbath that I was with them, befides preaching 
three times, I baptized three adult perfons, admitted nineteen 
into the church, adminiltered the Lord’s Supper, and baptized 
eighteen children. 

Thus, in perfect agreement with the practice and example of 
the Apoftles, I baptized believing parents and their houfe- 
holds. 

While I was tarrying at Verona, the Rev. Mr. Cram, a 
Miffionary, called on me, and requefted me to go with 
him to New Stockbridge, about twelve miles diftance, and 
vifit the Stockbridge tribe of Indians there. We went, and 
called onthe Rev. Mr. Sergeant, who is a ftated Miffionary to 
them. A meeting was appointed, and we attended. It was 
the firft time I ever faw a worfhipping aflembly of Indians. 
The fcene was truly interefting and affecting. A pfalm was 
read, and a choir of fingers, in the galleries, of men and wo- 
men, rofe with their pfalm books in their hands, and fung, in 
three parts, with great decency and folemnity. ‘The idea that 
they were Indians finging the fongs of Zion, was fo delightful 
and affecting, as to caufe tears of joy to flow down my cheeks. 
After prayers, we preached to them, in turn, with an inter- 
preter; and they appeared to give the moft folemn attention. 
Indeed, they are very remarkable for their attention and {fo- 
lemnity during public worfhip. Twenty-five of thefe Indians 
are church members, and generally fuftain fair chara¢ters. 

In the evening, a number of them came in to fee us, and con- 
verfed in a very free and underftanding manner, on the excellence 
and precioufnefs of the gofpel of Chrift. While they obferved, 
** O the wondrous grace and love of Chrift, incoming down 
to this wicked world, and dying to fave poor finners ! yes, poor 
Indians !” their very hearts feemed to be melted down with a 
lively feeling fenfe of redeeming goodnefs ; and their tears, 
like rain, fuffufed their fable faces. It is truly wonderful to 
fee what almighty grace can effect. 
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“* Lions and beafts of favage name, 
Put on the nature of the lamb.” The 
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The next morning I vifited*their fchools. The Indians have 
two {chools here, each containing 50 children, young Indians, 
learning to read and write. Large claffes of thofe about 12 
years old, read in the Englifh Bible very decently. They 
are in want of fome {chool books, fuch as teftaments, fpelling 
books, and primers; and earneftly requefted me to folicit fome 
for them. 

I was greatly pleafed with the hopeful appearances amongft 
them. I think there is a very encouraging profpect of their 
becoming completely civilized, and alfo chriftianized. 

Some of the tribes will not countenance the gofpel’s being 
preached among them ; but others exprefs the greateft defire 
to enjoy that privilege. 

May the Lord of the harveft raife up and fend forth labour- 
ers into his harvett. 

I {pent five weeks, as directed, in the town of Leyden. In 
all places I experienced very great kindnefs and benevolence ; 
and every where grateful acknowledgments were made to 
the Miflionary Society. 

Received, for the Maflachufetts Miffionary Society, 58 dol- 
lars 94 cents. 

DAVID .SMITH, 
Miffionary for the Maffachufetts Miffionary Society. 


Haverhill, Nov. 1805. 


> a 


Extra& of a Letter from a young Gentleman in Williamflown to bis 
friend in B—, dated Fan. 6, 1806. 


“ THE attention to religion in this place is much as it was 
when you left town' laft November. Chriflians appear to be 
alive. he evening conferences are crowded and folemn. 
Seven perfons now ftand propounded for admiffion into the 
church. Thefe, with thoie who have joined fince May laft, 
increafe the number to 61. Nothing fpecial occurs in college. 
It was hoped the fudden and affecting death of —. —. one of 
the ftudents, would be made a mean, in the hands of a fovereign 
God, to awaken the ftudents to a fenfe of their condition. 
But this defirable effect has not yet.taken place. 

About the latter end of November I heard that the awak- 
ening in Loudon ftill continued ; and that upwards of 30 had 
at that time been added to the church fince the beginning of 
September. In South Hampton there is a great reformation. 
More than 50, [ am informed, have lately been hopefully 
brought in. O let us ever remember with ardent affection the 
caufe of the bleffled Redeemer. Even now it prevails, and it 
will finally triumph! I long to fee you, and renew our con- 
verfauion upon thefe pleafing, thefe mof delightful fubjects.”” 
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(From the London Evangelical Magazine.) 


EXTRACT 


Of a private Letter from a Roman Catholic Clergyman in Germany, 
to the Rev. C. F. Steinkoffpt. 


FesruaAry 25, 1805. 


YOU wifh to obtain fome information refpecting the 
religious ftate of the Roman Catholic part of Germany :— 
though, in my humble fituation, I cannot take a view over all 
Germany ; and poflefs not, by far, the requifite knowledge for 
an accurate reprefentation of the matter, yet I will freely and 
fimply tell you my opinion : 

I cannot but think, that far the greater part is {till fitting in 
darknefs and the fhadow of death. There is certainly every 
where more fuperftition and infidelity than fuch faith in the 
Lord Jefus as he feeks and approves. Poor flock! “ They 
are my brethren according to the flefh.” May I fay with 
Paul, “ They have the covenant, the promife, the pledge of 
faith.” They are zealous for God, but not according to 
knowledge ; fo that “they go about to eftablifh their own 
righteoufnefs, not fubmitting themfelves to the righteoufnefs 
of God.”? There is ftill every where much willing and running, 
but in ways of their own choofing ; with confeflions, pilgrim- 
ages, faint-worfhip,. mafles for the dead, indulgences, rofaries, 
monkifh orders, &c. By thefe means they are for faving 
themfelves, abfolving themfelves of their fins, purchafing 
heaven, and redeeming poor fouls out of purgatory ; but all 
this without felf-denial, reformation of manners, or change of 
heart,—without faith in Chrift, without his Spirit or merit. 
There are indeed, new lights, who are defirous of taking away 
all thofe abfurdities from the blind populace, which hitherto 
had known nor heard of nothing better ; and, inftead thereof, 
would introduce their new-fangled ideas and moral fy{ftems ; 
and are defirous to {fpread a mere natural religion. 

In oppofition thereto, the poor people, and the clergy of the 
old ftamp, like-minded with them, will not be deprived of 
thofe things. 

The governments command, diétate, and ftrive in fuch man- 
ner to abolifh fuperftition, and to amend every thing by regular 
plans of education; but the number of thofe, who fubftitute 
and preach faith in Chrift, and his faving gofpel, is, in the 
firft place, but fmall ; and in the fecond, they are defpifed, to- 
gether with their Chrift and old fafhioned gofpel ; and charged 
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with fanaticifm or herefy on the part of the common people, as 
well as of the great and learned. 

God hath, however, about eight years ago, awakened fev- 
eral clergymen in Swabia to a living faith in and knowledge of 
Chrift ; and alfo by their inftrumentality, numbers of people 
in different places. ‘There was great commotion and perfecu- 
tion many ways, of every thing relative to this new doétrine. 
Three excellent pious clergymen, who had fuffered much be- 
fore, were obliged to emigrate ; and were received by a wor- 
thy Bifhop in Auftria, where they are ftill held in efteem, and 
do much good. Their friends are &ill in this country, and go 
on with their labours, and the Lord works with them ; fo that 
here and there good fruit appears, yet “the harveft truly is 
plenteous, but the labourers are few !” | 

Since the fecularization of many ecclefiaftical ftates, at the 
laft peace, the blind zealots have loft much of that power, 
which they abufed in the perfecution of {piritual Chriftians; fo 
that they are now no more difturbed' from that quarter. 

Under the prefent government of Bavaria a far greater lib- 
erty prevails; and the fear of inquifition, or violent perfecu- 
tion is laid afide ; neverthelefs, the free preaching of the pure, 
uncorrupted gofpel meets with obftinate and manifold contra- 
diction, both on the part of the populace, who have been ren- 
dered caltous by their inveterate fuperftition ; and of the clergy, 
many of whom are afraid of them ; and many obftructions are 
{till in the way. 

Perhaps there may be much good ih the country that I nei- 
ther fee nor know. If fo, I rejoice; but to what I do not 
know, I cannot fpeak. 1 find, on the whole, but little hunger 
after God, after Chrift our Redeemer, and after his foul-fav- 
ing word ; becaufe they generally imagine they can fave them- 
felves. 1 find much prejudice againft the effential truths of 
Chriftianity, little defire after converfion ; but alfo few awak- 
ened minilters to excite fuch a defire as to fhew the people their 
poverty and helpleffnefs, and lead them to the all-fufficient 
Fountain. Rather, they fill them with delufion and felf-con- 
ceit. as if they could help themfelves, either with a mere me- 
chanical repetition of outward ceremonies, or by artificial fyf- 
tems and fine reprefentations of virtue. Thus they all became 
“rich and increafed with goods, and have need of nothing, and 
know not that they are wretched, miferable, poor, blind, and 
naked !” 

They boatt, indeed, loudly, that they are making at prefent, 
great progrefs in enlightening the people ; and are fpreading 
more pure ideas of religion, by infifting on a good education, 
and by improving the method of inftruction im the {chools. 
This is all true; but of Chrift, in whofe name alone is falva- 
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tion, and of his preaching, Ido not hear much notice taken: it 
is buried in filence. ‘They will build every thing without the 
Matter-builder and the chief Corner-ftone. Him they reje& 
boldly, either in an open or filent manner. What will be the 
end thereof ? 

Only the found from Ratifbon, of the excellent Wittman’s 
Bible inftitution, reaches my ear, and refrefhes me amid the 
many poor endeavours void of Chrift. O how many {focieties, 
inftitutions, and aflociations have you Englifhmen, from which 
much blefling may be expected! 

Pray the Lord of the harveft, that he would fend forth alfo 
labourers to our country, which, | truft, belongs likewife to his 
harvelt! This is my view of the matter; but, as I faid before, 
itis very circumf{cribed. God grant it may be better than I 
know ! 


i 


REMARKABLE BENEVOLENCE. 
[Tranflated from the Periodical Publications of the Bafil Society. J 
OWARDS the clofe of the year 1799 (as I am informed 


by a moft refpeétable and intimate friead, whofe name 
need only be mentioned to confirm the veracity of the following 
tale in the mind of every reader, but who choofes to remain 
concealed) an old maa, near fixty years of age, diminutive and 
deformed in his perfon, came hither in his way to W. and re- 
quefted me to take him, and furnifh him with employment, as 
the winter prefented him with no other profpect than to be ftar- 
ved with cold or hunger ; and not being full fixty years old, 
could not be received into the hofpital. Providence enabled 
me to provide for him, by furnifhing him with work in his own 
profeflion. I gave him fome maps to paint for my pupils. 
From this perfon, who remained with me for thirteen months, 
until death removed him, I learnt the following very remarka- 
ble circumftance : 
* He was a native of Alface ; and on a journey he made to 
K » he married. He inhabited a fmall houfe, without the 
gates of the town; and his employment barely fubfifted him, 
though he conftantly worked for rich and refpectable people in 
the city. He wasa painter and gilder. Every evening he was 
accuftomed to bring bread home with him for his family, from 
the produce of his work. It happened, however, once, that he 
did not receive his money. Although God has exprefsly com- 
manded, that “the fun fhall not go down before the labourer 
receives his hire,” yet the degenerate Chriftian pays but little 
attention to the commands of his Maker! Very many, and 
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clergymen amongft the number, are not even acquainted with 

all his written commands, more efpecially thofe in the Old 

Teftament, notwithftanding Jefus Chrift hath abfolutely de- 

clared, in Matt. v. 17, that all fhall be ftriétly obferved, and 
that not a jot or tittle thereof fhall fail. Now could the poor 
gilder no longer get paid by his employers. For fome time, 
however, he was enabled to carry home bread with him as 
ufual to his hungry family ; but at length every refource was 
exhaufted. Throughout the day, during his work, he put up 
an inward prayer to God, that he would gracioufly difpofe the 
hearts of his matters in his favour, fo that they might not allow 
him to go home pennylefs ; but the day pafled, the time of la- 
bour finifhed, and the poor hufband and father had nothing— 
nothing at all to take home with him! Melancholy and fad, he 
entered the fuburbs where he lived, with a heavy heart, and 
downcalt eyes. Some one going towards the city, met him, 
faluted him as he pafled, and flipping a piece of filver into his 
hand, glided by him. B. (fo was the poor man called) ftood 
ftock ftill, aftonifhed ; and fhouting aloud, with eyes uplifted, 
tears ran down his cheeks ; and he bitterly reproached himielf 
for his vile unbelief in that God who feedeth the ravens, and 
numbers the very hairs of our heads. 

*‘ Pafling onwards, his way lay through a path between two 
hedges, where he heard a faint voice, in a mournful complain- 
ing ftrain; and as he looked round him to know from whence 
it proceeded, he faw a young man, who had the appearance of a 
traveller, lying in the grafs, pale, weak, and emaciated. 
“What is the matter, my friend?’ afked the poor painter.— 
‘ Sir, I am a travelling mechanic,‘and am going towards home : 
I have yet far to go. As my money ran fhort, I was obliged 
to act with the utmoft frugality; and expended daily only 
what my moft urgent neceflities demanded : notwithftanding, 
my money is all gone. ‘lhe whole of this day have I purfued 
my journey without tafting food ; and my ftrength is fo entire- 
ly exhquited, that 1 can go no farther !? What was poor B. to 
do? He had nothing but the {mall piece of filver :—fhould he 
give him that? But what would remain for his hungry expec- 
ting children? Perplexed, confounded, and almoft mechani- 
cally, without knowing what he faid, he demanded of the young 
man if he had no fmail money about him, even of the moft tri- 
fling value, to give him in exchange for his little piece of filver. 
‘O, my dear Sir, would I had, I fhould not lie longer here !’ 
The heart of poor B. felt a terrible confli@. At laft, fhrug- 
ging his fhoulders, with great forrow and heavinefs of mind, he 
purtued his way; but he went not far: his piece of money 
burned like fire in his pocket: he haftily turned back, gave it 
to poor the traveller, and with great agitation turned away 

quickly, 
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quickly, weeping, fobbing, and almoft reeling like a drunken 
man. He had not proceeded far, before he met a man,. with 
feveral longifh loaves of bread, which he carried under his 
arms, coming directly towards him. As they approached each 
other, the man faluted him in a very friendly manner ; and 
paffing him, flipped one of his loaves under his arm, and pute 
ting a dollar into his hand, haftened away. The poor painter 
threw himfelf on the grafs, and wept aloud ! 

‘** Who can read, without the deepeft emotion, this wonderful 
relation of the gracious providence of God towards the necefli- 
ties of his children! The worthy painter acted with fuch pure 
humanity, and the hand of God {0 vifibly interpofed, that while 
we are compelled to beftow our warmeft approbation on his 
conduét, we are led to offer our humble adoration at the throne 
of grace. Such tales as thefe are like apples of gold in difhes 
of filver; and though at all times, yet in our days more 
efpecially, a word in due feafon. If the poor Chriftian is led to 
further perfeverance in his confidence in God, who hears and 
anf{wers prayer, and the weak believer taught to blufh for his 
unbelief, this memorable inftance of ~God’s paternal care will 
not have been recorded in vain !” O. 


EE a 


ANECDOTES. 





MOTIVES OF MINISTERS. 


N old divine, preaching before an affociation of minifters, 

and defiring to quicken them in their regard _to the 

principal end and motive from which they aéed, pointed them 

to the lait and awful day of judgment; and having confider- 

ed Chriit the Judge, as feated on his throne, he reprefented 

him as calling his minifters to an account, inquiring how they 
had preached ; and with what views. 

He calls one firft, and puts this queftion to him :—“ What 
did you preach for ?”? He anfwers, “I preached, Lord, that I 
might keep a very good living left me by my father; and 
which would have been loit to the family if 1 had not taken 
orders.” .Chrift fays to him, “‘ Stand by thou haft had thy 
reward.” 

The aueftion is put to another :—“‘ And what did you 
preach for ?’ He replies, ** Lord, | was applauded as a very 
learned man; and I preached to keep up the reputation of an 
eloquent orator, and an ingenious preacher.” Chrift’s anfwer 
to him alfo was, * Stand by ; thou haft had thy reward.” 

The 
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The Judge puts the queftion toa third: “ And what did 
you preach for?’ * Lord,” fays he, “I neither aimed at the 
great things of this world, though I was thankful for the con- 
veniences of life, which thou gaveft me; nor did I preach to 
acquire the character of a wit, or a fcholar,—but I preached 
in compaflion to fouls, and to pleafe and honour thee. My 
defign in preaching was, Lord, to win fouls to thy bleffed 
Majefty !”—Upon this, the Judge called out, “ Room, men ! 
Room, angels! Let this man come, and fit down with me on 
my throne, as [am fet down with my Father on his throne ; 
he has owned and honoured me upon earth, and I will own 
and honour him through all the ages of eternity !” 

The refult of this reprefentation was, that all the minifters 
went home much affected ; refolving, that, through the help 
of God, they would mind their work more, and look better to 
their aims and ends ever after. 

That fuch may be the effecét of this paragraph on the mind 
of every clerical reader, is the prayer of A. Z. 


—_———_ 


“ My fon, give me thine heart.” 

DURING the late awakenings in Vermont, a perfon, whe 
had not common underftanding and was generally called a 
fool, became ferious and was hopefully converted. One ev- 
ening at a conference, feeing feveral perfons under great dif- 
trefs of mind, he faid to them, “ Sinners, I tell you what you 
mult do. You mult give your whole hearts to God and then 
you will get relief. You muft not think to {plit your hearts 
and give a part to God and keep a part to yourfelves.” 1 Cor, 
i. 26—2g. aiah xxxv. 8. | 


———SD ¢ Ge 


“ The facrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord.” 


A LITTLE girl (about twelye years old) in one of the new 
fettlements in New-York, went to hear a miflionary preach. The 
preacher faid, in his fermon, ** God always looks on the heart. 
And whatever we may do, even when we pray, if our hearts 
are not right with God, he fees that all our actions are wholly 
jinful.” ‘The little girl, who had been in fome degree con- 
cerned for the falvation of her foul, and had gone about to ef- 
tablifh her own righteoufnefs by praying very often in fecret, 
heard with attention. For fhe had before thought that all 
prayers mult be good, from whatever motive they might be 


performed. Being confiderably diftreffed after fhe went home, 
| fhe 
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fhe told her mother the minifter had fpoiled all the had ever 
done in religion, and that fhe thought fhe was the greateft fin- 
ner in the world, and that fhe had been praying all the way 
home. Being afked what fhe faid in her prayer; fhe replied, 
*] kept praying, God be merciful to me a finner.’?' 





—— 





POETRY. 


THE COMPLAINT. 


Written in extreme pain, 


FT on yon mountain’s mifty height 
The jocund Morn I fee ; 
Gay o’er the world he looks and fmiles, 
And fhines,—but not for me! 


The bleating flocks that crop the. vale, 
Now from confinement free, 

Sport round the gently murm’ring rill, 
And pleafe—e’en all but me! 


The golden eye of day that wakes 
The village boy to glee, 

That fills each heart with new-born joys, 
Imparts—no blifs to me! 


The moon, beneath whofe filv’ry light 
I’ve bow’d the grateful knee, 

And roam’d reflecting o’er the green, 
Is fair,—but not to me! 


And ye bright worlds, that roll on high, 
That fhine by Heav’n’s decree, 

Each eye exulting views your beams ; 
Ye’re bright,—but not to me! 


For me no joyous fcenes can charm; 
On waves tumultuous tofs’d, 

Enwrapt in more than midnight gloom, 
And Hope’s glad anchor loft! 


Helplefs, amid Life’s ftormy fea, 

I folitary roam : 
No ray of light to cheer my way, 
Or guide a wand’rer home! 
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Poetry. 


O that fome wave’s refiftlefs force 
Would end my vary’d woes! 

Would hide me in th’ unfathom’d deep, 
And give my heart repofe! 


But, hark! amid the cheerlefs gloom, 
Some friendly voice I hear ; 

Sweet as th’ harmonious feraph’s ftrain, 
It fills my ravifh’d ear! 


“¢ Mortal,” it fays, “prefs onward {ftill, 
“ Chace ev’ry fear away ; . 
“What, tho’ thy path is ftrew’d with woes, 
“It leads t’ immortal day ! 


‘Fach trial fills th’ appointed place, 
“ And each, well underftood, 

““In fpite of ev’ry foe, will prove 
“A meffenger of good! 


“Tear not; there is referv’d for thee, 
“‘In happier realms above, 

“ A harp to found Immanuel’s name, 
“And fing his dying love ! 


“There every ftring, thro’ endlefs years, 
“Shall tell what he hath done; 

“And celebrate, with joy unknown, 
“The vidt’ries he hath won !” 


He fpake ; and ere he flew, he bade 
Gay Hope difpel my fear,— 
To cheer Life’s path thro’ every ftorm, 
And wipe each falling tear! 
E. Macazine. 





